southport 10 years-old
fomorrow

This Saturday the
Southport Australi-
an Foothall Cluh will
celebrate its 10th an-
MIVErsary.

On May 22, 1961 a
mﬁaﬁng was  convened
ut the home of Mr 4.
McCuaon for the pur-
pose of forming a club
in Southport.

Hleven enthusiasts at-
tended, two women and
nine moen and a com-
mittsee WHE formed.
Elected were Messrs W.
Wood  (president), Le
Betteridge { vice-presi-
dent)., J. McCann (sec-
retary), R. Franks
[trensurer),. The ocom-
mittee members were P.
Smith, W. Mason, K.
Long while the players
representative elected
waa Mr D, Brown and
the league delegals MMr
R. Beveridge,

The first coach South-
port appointed was Mr
K. Long who later re-
asipned and Mr K. Me-
Dionald took over - as
player-coach,

At that time Mr R.
Radcliffa, mine host of
the old Southport Hotel
was appointed patron.

He pave greal assis-
tance to the club during
Ehainse early difficult
vears, He allowead fund
raizing for the eclub on
his  premises  among
other things.

Home 'gmuud

The {iold Coast Oty
Council then gave Its
permission for the club
to use the Labrador
Sports Oval for train-
Ing purposes and the
ground later became the
olub's has.

A few weeks after the
inaugural meeting a =o-
cial  elub was  formed
with & dual purpose of
ralzsing funds - the
purchase of jumperz and
footballs, ete.

On July 21, 1961, the
original constitution of
the t&lub was adopted and
by Augunst 4, money had

lights on the Labrador
Oval.

Shortly after the
Ssouthport Club WAas
formed, and ancther
club, 'Central' mow the
Falm Beach-Currumbin
Club earne into being.

The first league meet-
ing wasz held on June
1, 1961, With only two
®ams on the Coast,
Zames woere organdsed
against the Army and
Brizbane Univerrsity and
zeveral other DBrisbane
teama.

First Fame

The first game ever
played on the Gold
Cloast was at” the Lab-
rador {rval between
Southport amd Central
clubs and was ampired
by our life member, Bill
Waoaod. The number of
people in atiendance at
this game amazed the
organisers as  did  the
standard of foothall

In 1863 Ipawich enter-
ed the competition with
two teams and the fix-
ture matches were play-
eid  between  Southport.
Central, Ipswich I and
Ipawich IZ.

Bouthport was grant-
ed the use of the South-
port Ehowgrounds
(Owen * Park] as its
home pround in 1964,

This same year Coo-
langutia and Surfers
Farmdise rcluhs entered
the competition.

Southport club has
many “firsts’ to its cre-
dit. Tt was the frat

teamn fto be formed on,

the Gold Coast, the frst
game was  played on
Southport’s hotne
ground and was umpir-
ed by a Southport com-
mittecman, Eouthport
wag the first club tao win
a premiership and a
Southport player Terry
Doyle was the first ever
Gold Coast player to
kick 100 gozls in one
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was the first ever Gold
Coast player chozen fo
reprezent Quecnsland in
the interstate school-
boy's competition,

For the record South-
port  senior side won
premierships in 1861,
1964 and 1968 while the
junior sides - have won
premierships in 18966
amd 1970,

From a humble begin-
ning the Sonthport club
has grown over the
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yuars and this is shown
in the fact that It has
over 70 under 1T, re-
serve prade amd senior
plavers and for the 1970
season had a furnover of
over 10,000,

Negotiations

Negotiations are at
present under way with
the Guold Coast City
Council for the leazing
of itz home ground at
Owen Park: when and
it the lease iz granted,
work would start im-
mediately on a modern
clubroom,
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Beach-Corrumbin, at Southport.
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Burns, gets a great ovation from fans and team-
mates ns e runs through a peard-of-honour of 3
players hefore the start of Sunday’s game with _E

senson, he Kicked 106
in 1886,

SBouthport junior play-
er, PBrian McDionald.

Played his 100th first grade mateh with the chab, =5
jand™ it was his 1530th game in all grades forl
Southport. .

been ralzed, not only to
purchass jumpers and
foothalls, but also for
the erection of two flood-

fr e nanninin
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