~ Pies had the heat on
~ Blues in cliff-hanger

THE switch —ol—Zzaac Taylar from
defence ta-atiack late in the fourth
guarter proved a winning move for
Southport as they sadtefed the Gold
Coast’ Australien Rules premiership
from  Goolangaita at Salk  Owval,
Currumbin, on Sunday.

Southport wom ¥ 08 (118 to 1a-19 (1 [5).

Taylor, the best plaver en the field,
F strated the Coolznganta attacking m:.c||| k.
for must of the match at his usoal position of
centree half hack,

With 1he former s
turning back the Rlue
a-3l-poinllead at b
have the maich within

But Coolangaita, the del 1E Premicrs,
struck back hard during the brawling third
quirtler and grabbed the lead in the final term,

At that stape, the Magpies ~appeared a
beaten wim with leanpl‘,u creating the
exlra man in attack with their play-un handball
alyle,

Huowever, Southport swung Taylor inte the
centre in o final desparale Bid and lhe Pics
responded magnificently 1o kit the front in the

ate player continually
tack Southporl set up
It wnd appeared o
thair g

dying seeonds of the geme and win by throe -

inis,
The Blues nprn{':, with the assislance of
stElf breeze, but the Magpizs scored an early
poitl when Brian Low ked close in.
Southpor? was matching the Blues for pace
will Sel Short, Meob Simpson and Een Clark
|Jru'|1|nu:n| early,

Racky Larkin and Bruce Fraser were sieady
in defence for the Blucs whilsl the r|_'|||1]11|5
Juln Mierdle was scouting cleverly Lo give the
Blucs ehances.

(iold Coast Bulletin: September 25

www.southportsharkshistory.com.au

i | T

However, Lhey squendered casy shors wiily
poor kicKing.~

The Mapgpies were applving plany. of
pressuse and (ke Hlees were making lots of
mistakes and couldnt gzt their  runmng
aystematic game poing B

Tawlor was u tL.:ul:lI ne block as he patreolled
cnlire i back line with unvLnmy
anticipabion Lo hall persistent ailacks,

I'wn goals by ace forward Boh Rankine and
a long gaal inta e brecee by John Hinklzy
and only a poinl separnted the sides a1 che fiest
~change.with the hancers of the quarter clearly
Southport’s.

Misither side was produging mueh leamwaork,
but the pame was played a1 a cracking pace
il hard twckliog foresd the players ino hasty
und alten wayward dispasul

Shory was playing & great pame and-the Pias
erabbed a handy Tead u-h{'n he, Clark  and
Apled goaled. They held the iniliative and had
the Coalangaita delence at Tull-stretch.

The ol ; an target for pwe
v luable goals, | ciowould not be
denied

Clark, Rosin and Lowe wach goaled o give
thema 51 points advan: ape al half time

Souihpoert locked ominous during (e second
term as Ryan and Hopkin's were marking
strongly and chey were outpacing the Blues
ferward line.

During a major dust up ‘in which half 1he
players were involved, play swept from the
Cuclangzien  forward  line tn Sourhpor's
H-:;tlring zone fer  Lows to goal  wvirlually
unapposed,

Conlangatia Inaked more husiness-like as
they swung ine action with a fying goal by
Crary Wall,

Mick Kulken wis a grest plaver Tor the

bul the M.lb

19749, ph3

Bugs and< he and  Walls rre largely
imsteumenls ] in Lhe recovery.

Gouls by Fulken and two mere to-Rarkine
and Lhe Blics were right bickin the-gnme.

The intense Hrain was.beginning 1o el on
e players as u sertes af fights bioke out.

However play wis permitted to faw an hy
The w s |||-| the hupe crowd sinmered with
exciioment.

It was Ward, woph and a1 times, savene gs
players bit 1ne dust and the lirst zid men
worked overtime 1o pateh up the gladiaiors,

The Blues cume right Back inte culeulations,
Their defence was much tighler and Wan
injecred  seme bile cinte the anack  where
Rankine hud been the only ¢Fective o rwiid,

Aosmap goal by Danny Dever carly in the
Minel term lewelled 1 SEOres l]'||:| hﬁ o
selfled duwn for a frantic It

Barry Tezgue and Dave ‘-1urr|-um the Blues
roving duo, started To rur and Leen Tucker
“toak asirong prab chose in foranother poal,

The Blucs were [i tishimg Tull ol running awd
Sy secomad o ol put them Murther in Trand.

Digger Apted culsped Lhe defence 1o tnke a
Eyan handbull and goal, il Runkine scored
his cighth goal on the rebound Lo resture
Coalangatta’s | & points.

. Taylor, wha had _.‘-'.q'IFI.'I..ZIJ Tur Southport in
dafenive, was swonp into the eentre and was a
driving forge behin I.| Southpart™s sl Murry

First apted pealed, then Ryan Trem 2
disputed mark cluse in the dilfereree was three
points Lo the Hlues,

The crowd erupted onta the plaving Geld and
lined the koundary 10 urge an’ their wery
Teroes and when Ken Lnk snupped the eoal
o give the Magpics the lead in e fnal
seconds, the Ples seored @ preat wictory and
another Mag in an IJI'IfI_'I"-""l.J.E.‘-h_ arand {imal.
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