
Doc tries 
to figure 
out what, 

. • 

could go •· 
. so wrong :J 

by GREG STOLZ 

'THE Doc lifted his slutred voice above the 
din in the Southport Australian Football 
Club rooms. 

It was a loud, raucous din. A victory celebration, 
of course. 

The Doc was hardly celebrating. 
Dr Alan Mackenzie, president of the So~thpo~t 

Magpies Australian Football Club, was drowning his 
sorrows in the wake of a Blue, Blue Sunday. 

It was the morning after the day before when the -
Southport A grade side were belted blue -.a_nd bl~ck 
- by Coolangatta in the Gold Coast Austtahan 
Rules grand final at Salk Oval, Currum~in. • . 

Earlier on Sunday, the Pies Llnde~ .I 9s.team Were 
mercilessly mauled by Burleigh Heads. • . • 

Worsened 
The downslide worscl)cd as the day wore on when 

the seemingly invincible Southport Reserve grade 
side proved t.f:icy arc after-an, only human, by suc-
cumbing to Harold Da•vies\~allajtt Broadbcach Cats. 

The Reserves, dc(ending· pr'-einicts, had tra.verscd 
two glorious seasons without a loss to their name. 

Until Sunday. • • . .1 
Then the Southport A grade side the great 

black and white hope - tumbled pitifully to tbc. 1 • 
boisterous, barraging Blues. • 

The Doc had no cause to • 
He· hcsi • t ng· t c ans 

• ~6\lj lfd~ ....:..:. what wtnt wtong? 
.1t Doc Mackenzie replied with the inevitable clicJie. 

"Coolangatta were the better side on the day,". he 
ventured . 

. Another pause, swamped by a· cacophony of song 
laughter and tinkling ¥lasses in the background. Ii 
was going to be a long interview. 
, "The difference between the two sides" he 
started again. "Was that Coolangatta kept piaying 
the ball. They followed it ruthlessly, relentlessly." 

A breakthrough at last. The. Doc continued his 
post-mortem. ·; 

• • "Our ~mailer players need space. Their game is to J 
nan back into the play and look for players running 1 

down the ground. ' 

'Magnificent' 
"Coolangatta' s pressure was sd good we couldn't 

get our game going. They kept the pr~urc on too 
Ion~; It was magnificent. 

I can't take anything away from Coolangatta .. 
There was no hesitation to the question that 

~erhaps, on t~at performance, the Doc had reserva-
llO!JS about his _c!ub joining the cut-throat QAFL 
Bn~~ane compet1tJon next season. ,; . 

. No! none whatsoever,'.' he. said. "l:vc ot no 
trcp1dat1on at all about going to or· b g 

"We'll i . 1s ane. 
IQrward li~e npel:y f~l~ mo, re P,'.~tcrs, especially 

, b c,.,. ve a way,-•sa1d forward Jines 
Wrij mate cs, 

''B t I' • . u m Just happy we are getting Aw f . 
all the sniping and lack of d' . r ay rom it 
cro~d~ {_u.nni!Jg onto the field,. isc1p me and the 

I JU~thmk that's sick Tb · • 
attitude ~be Gold Coast th e~e is alhost a sadistic 
out on the Id and get hit a you ave got to go 

"l'v lwa • • 
• and stili J -d~~Jn~~t!h~t adhminist_rati~n .. nine years 

Tbt: din was bee' . t c answer 1s . 
. When your foot~ng thc D~ back to the bar. 

!Dtnutcs of bruising foot cam has been through JOO 
it's not hard to understan I and lost t~e premiership; 
blood. Jvhy beer 1s thicker than 

.., _________ ~..._,....__.,_ 
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